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Synopsis

A highly anticipated debut by A¢a —A“one of the most ferociously gifted young writers working
todayA¢a —A« (Michelle Huneven)In Her Body and Other Parties, Carmen Maria Machado blithely
demolishes the arbitrary borders between psychological realism and science fiction, comedy and
horror, fantasy and fabulism. While her work has earned her comparisons to Karen Russell and
Kelly Link, she has a voice that is all her own. In this electric and provocative debut, Machado bends
genre to shape startling narratives that map the realities of womenAg¢a -a,¢s lives and the violence
visited upon their bodies.A wife refuses her husbandA¢a -4,¢s entreaties to remove the green
ribbon from around her neck. A woman recounts her sexual encounters as a plague slowly
consumes humanity. A salesclerk in a mall makes a horrifying discovery within the seams of the
storeA¢a —-4,¢s prom dresses. One womanA¢a -4,¢s surgery-induced weight loss results in an
unwanted houseguest. And in the bravura novella A¢a -A“Especially Heinous,A¢a —As Machado
reimagines every episode of Law & Order: Special Victims Unit, a show we naAfA vely assumed
had shown it all, generating a phantasmagoric police procedural full of doppelgAfArngers, ghosts,
and girls with bells for eyes.Earthy and otherworldly, antic and sexy, queer and caustic, comic and
deadly serious, Her Body and Other Parties swings from horrific violence to the most exquisite
sentiment. In their explosive originality, these stories enlarge the possibilities of contemporary

fiction.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“She writes with a sincerity | didnA¢a —4,¢t realize | was missing until | found it in these



pages; itA¢a —-4,¢s rare to encounter an articulation of feminist themes that isnA¢a -3, ¢t
self-conscious of them. . . . MachadoA¢a -a,¢s work, like her characters, is accessible and
nuanced, textured without being overwrought.A¢a -AsA¢a -4a ¢The Paris Review, Staff

PicksA¢a -A“MachadoA¢a -4,¢s debut collection brings together eight stories that showcase her
fluency in the bizarre, magical, and sharply frightening depths of the imagination. . . . The fierceness
and abundance of sex and desire in these stories, the way emotion is inextricably connected with
the concerns of the body, makes even the most outlandish imaginings strangely familiar. Machado
writes with furious grace. She plays with form and expectation in ways that are both funny and
elegant but never obscure. . . . An exceptional and pungently inventive first

book.A¢a —A-A¢a -4 ¢Kirkus Reviews, starred reviewA¢a —A“Machado creates eerie, inventive
worlds shimmering with supernatural swerves in this engrossing debut collection. . . . Machado
builds entire interior lives through sparse and minor details, turning even litanies of refrigerator
contents and free-association on the coming of autumn into memorable meditations on identity and
female disempowerment. . . . MachadoAg¢a -4,¢s slightly slanted world echoes our own in ways
that will entertain, challenge, and move readers.A¢a -A-A¢a -a ¢Publishers Weekly, starred

review

Carmen Maria MachadoA¢a -4,¢s work has appeared in Granta, The New Yorker, NPR, Electric
Literature, and elsewhere. She has been nominated for a Nebula Award and a Shirley Jackson

Award, and was a finalist for the Calvino Prize. She lives in Philadelphia.
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